University of Rhode Island - College of Pharmacy            Independent Research Learning Contract                                             BPS 497 & 498

Student Directions:

· A Learning Contract is mandatory for each BSPS independent research experience and must be provided before any permission numbers will be granted.  

· Each contract has two sections:
1. The project description/goals/lab expectations/meetings- Completed jointly
2. The faculty signature page- Signed by faculty and student  

· Students will then submit the contract to the BSPS Experiential Education office (RM 215A) for a course permission number.

· A completion report is:
1. Due one week prior to end of term
2. Completed by the student and signed by the faculty
3. Assess goal completion, personal achievements and areas of improvement

· Copies of the initial contract and end of term assessments will be kept on file in the BSPS Experiential Education office. Data will be compiled for program assessment purposes.

· When done thoughtfully, a learning contract can be a powerful tool in guiding a research experience. Please take care in crafting your statements.  



Erin Edmonds
BSPS Experiential Education Coordinator
College of Pharmacy- Room 215A
eedmonds@mail.uri.edu
Phone: (401) 874-7023

BSPS INDEPENDENT RESEARCH LEARNING CONTRACTFor Office Use:
Permission #

	Student Name
	Oli Horyn
	Faculty Member
	Dr. Kathryn Ramsey

	Student Major
	PharmD
	Faculty Member Title
	Assistant Professor

	Exp. Graduation
	May 2026
	Additional Supervisor (if appropriate)
	

	Exp. Hours/week
	10
	# Academic Credits
	3

	Start Date
	1/23/2023
	Exp. Completion Date
	5/1/2023

	Specific hours/days
	10:30-12:30 MWF
10-12 Tu
2-4 Th
	# Weeks for initial contract
	14


IDEPENDENT STUDY
Is this your first Independent Study on Campus?		Y	N                                                                                                  If no, which faculty member have you worked with previously? ____Dr. Kathryn Ramsey_______________________
RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  Briefly describe the objective of your research project and the methods you will use.
The objective of my research project is to identify the mechanism of action of the sesquiterpene lactone laurenobiolide on Francisella tularensis and Staphylococcus aureus. 
Identify spontaneous colonies which are able to grow on media treated with laurenobiolide.
Confirm resistance with an assay and validate results.
Isolate the DNA from the resistant bacteria and sequence its genome.
OUTCOMES
Include personal goals for yourself to achieve during your independent research experience. Completion of these goals will be reassessed at the end of the term.

· Goal 1: Become more independent and confident with problem solving and critical thinking.
· Goal 2: Improve time management and record keeping skills.
· Goal 3: Contribute to writing a paper to eventually publish my results.

EXPECTATIONS WITHIN LAB ENVIRONMENT
· The faculty member will train the student on new techniques and procedures using the following (ex. written directions, hands on, verbal directions, etc.):
I begin with a written protocol to reference the material when needed and receive verbal feedback as requested. 

· If the student gets stuck while working on their project (ex. has questions or needs help with a technique or data analysis) the procedure to follow will be:
To ask Hannah or Sierra (graduate students in our lab) what their suggestions are and follow up with Kathryn.

· The standard operating procedures for working in the research lab, which all members must follow and the student agrees to follow, include (ex. wash your own glassware, attend weekly lab meetings, reorder supplies when you use the last of something, etc.):
· Follow protocols, attend weekly joint lab meetings, do lab tasks that are assigned to me, communicate about reagents, bench space, schedule changes, etc. 
MEETINGS
· We will meet one-on-one to discuss progress on my project and to reaffirm our goals for at least __30____ minutes every other week on Monday, 10:30-11. 

· It will be the (student/faculty’s) responsibility to schedule these meetings (circle one): if there are scheduling conflicts, it is the student's responsibility to suggest and plan an alternate time to meet. 

· In preparation of these meetings, the student will: Have an updated lab notebook, have analyzed previous data, and will be ready to explain.


· In preparation for these meetings, the faculty member will: Review prior meeting notes and data and ready to discuss and plan next steps. 


SIGNATURES
By signing below, I agree that this statement fairly describes the planned research experience including the nature of the problem to be investigated, the methods to be used/learned, the time committed by student and supervisor, and the methods that will be used to evaluate success.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Student Signature
	
	
	Date
	
	Faculty Signature
	
	
	Date


_________________________________    ___________                                                                                                  Additional Supervisor		                   Date              (if appropriate)

When signed, make copies of the document for yourself and your mentor. Submit the original document to: Erin Edmonds, BSPS Experiential Education Coordinator, College of Pharmacy- RM 215A
