Active Voice: the subject of the sentence performs eh action – the subject ACTS
Passive Voice: The subject of the sentence receives the action of the verb – the subject is ACTED UPON
· Passive voice is used when the doer of the action is unknown or not important 
· Example: 
· Passive – no attempt was made to contact non-responders because they were deemed unimportant to the analysis. 
· Active – we did not attempt to contact non-responders because we deemed them unimportant to the analysis. 
· Passive – the risk of hair loss was increased by vitamin A. 
· Active – Vitamin A increase the risk of hair loss. 
· Passive – the hypothesis that smoking causes lung cancer was rejected by tobacco companies. 
· Active – Tobacco companies rejected the hypothesis that smoking increases lung cancer. 
· Passive – General dysfunction of the immune system at the leukocyte level is suggested by both animal and human studies. 
· Active – Both human and animal studies suggest that diabetics have general immune dysfunction at the leukocyte level. 
· Other considerations for bettering writing: 
· Organizational structure
· Word choice 
· Syntax
· Tone 
· Emphasis
· Passive voice offers two distinct advantages in scientific writing.
· Focuses the reader’s attention on the method, result, or principle being described
· Presents findings and ideas in a neutral, facts-based, objected way
· Emphasizes what was found not who did the finding. 
· We determined that annealing the thin films at 700C produced voids and increased surface roughness.  VS
· Voids and increased surface roughness were observed in the thin films annealed at 700C. 
· Tip: make the important idea, observation, finding or conclusion the subject of the sentence to make it stand out for the reader. 
· Presents findings in a neutral, objective, straightforward way
· We found that increasing pressure resulted in shear failures along grain boundaries. (1st/active) VS
· Increasing the pressure resulted in shear failures along grain boundaries. (impersonal/active) VS
· Shear failures along grain boundaries were observed as pressure increased. (impersonal/passive) 
· For conciseness, avoid beginning sentences with indirect preambles
· There are
· It is
· Instead use passive voice and jump on in
· Instead of fretting over voice, consider what you want to emphasize, and put that first
· 
