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                                      July 13, 2023

Department of Homeland Security 
United States Citizen and Immigration Services 
Dallas, TX 75266 USA

Dear USCIS Officer,
RE: Recommendation Letter for Dr. Evelyn Takyi

It is my pleasure to write this letter in support of Dr. Takyi's petition for immigration to the United States under the EB2-NIW (National Interest Waiver) category. I have worked with Dr. Takyi as her Ph.D. committee advisor and a professor in pursuit of her career at the University of Rhode Island. I offer my sincere opinion based on her achievements and my knowledge of the contribution of her past research in the fisheries and aquaculture industry and her ongoing research in discovering therapeutic measures for neurodevelopmental disorders such as Autism to benefit the United States.  
By way of introduction, my name is Matthew Ramsey. I received a Bachelor's degree in Biology in 2000 from Louisiana Tech University. In 2003, I received my Master's degree in Microbiology from the University of Oklahoma and in 2011 I graduated from the University of Texas at Austin, with a doctorate in Microbiology. Upon graduation, I worked as a Research Assistant in Microbiology at Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary / Harvard Medical School in Boston, MA from 2011-2013 and then worked from 2014-2016 at the Forsyth Institute / Harvard School of Dental Medicine in Cambridge, MA. I am currently an associate professor at the University of Rhode Island carrying out teaching and research. My research area is focused on polymicrobial interactions in the human oral microbiome with the interest of finding bacterial interactions in both health and disease to exploit them as future targets for anti- or probiotic therapy to treat or prevent oral infections. Another aspect of my research is the relationship between systemic diseases such as diabetes and the human oral microbiome. Our research investigates how interactions between oral microbes might change from non-diabetic to diabetic patients and how this might lead to other health complications, such as heart disease, where oral microbe involvement has been implicated. As a researcher in human health, I am sufficiently qualified to evaluate and judge that Evelyn's work is essential and of national interest to the United States. The following are some of the reasons why I support Dr. Takyi's permanent residency petition:
Given my line of work in improving human health, I am aware of the impact of Autism on the United States population. Dr. Takyi's current research at Arizona State University on customized probiotic therapy to treat and reduce the symptoms of Autism patients is of great interest to the US economy. Autism is a neurodevelopmental disorder affecting social interaction, verbal and non-verbal communication, and behavior. It is one of the more concerning medical issues and continues to increase in prevalence, with the most recent report from CDC suggesting that 1 in 36 children have the disorder. It brings discomfort to the lives of these patients and their caregivers. Therefore, the overall impact of treatment for this disorder cannot be overemphasized. Clinical trials for microbial-based therapeutics are ongoing to reduce symptoms and improve the quality of health for these patients. For this reason, Dr. Takyi's ongoing research with personalized probiotics in treating autism patients based on the microbiome of each individual will improve the quality of life of autistic patients, and this is of great need to the US economy. This project, when completed, will be helpful to the patients, caregivers, doctors, and families of the patient. 
Another important research project Dr. Takyi worked on for her Ph.D. dissertation is managing and treating the oyster larval disease vibriosis in aquaculture using probiotics (microbial-based therapeutics). Her research findings clearly showed a safe and easy use of probiotics in the culture of Eastern Oyster larvae to prevent disease outbreaks in shellfish hatcheries. Her novel research on using probiotics to increase larval survival in shellfish hatcheries and minimize losses due to vibriosis has demonstrated significant importance in aquaculture. It will help increase productivity in the shellfish aquaculture industry. I served as a committee member on this project, which she had already published in the Journal of Aquaculture Research. I have also witnessed Evelyn’s scientific communications through seminars where Dr. Takyi demonstrated excellent scientific knowledge and skills as well as in my graduate microbiomes course which she took in her MS coursework. All of Dr. Takyi's research studies are directly applicable to direct areas of concern in both human disease and aquaculture food systems and have the potential to move the use of microbial therapeutic research forward for the American people. Through her ingenuity and research accomplishments to date, Dr. Takyi is an emerging talented scientist who has demonstrated competence in the areas of human health and animal health.

In conclusion, Evelyn’s research career adds to the health of individuals in the United States. I strongly urge you to grant her application for permanent residency under the EB2-NIW (National Interest Waiver) category. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. I am also attaching my resume for your review.
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Sincerely, 



Matthew Ramsey (he/him)
Associate Professor
University of Rhode Island
mramsey@uri.edu
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