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                                      October 19, 2023


To whom it may concern:
My name is Matthew Ramsey and I am an Associate Professor in the Department of Cell and Molecular Biology at URI. It is my pleasure to provide this letter of support and my highest possible recommendation for Morgan McPartland to receive an Enhancement of Graduate Research (EGRA) award. I am currently Morgan’s primary advisor and mentor and she is halfway through completing a MS degree in my laboratory. 
I have known Morgan for several years, starting with her time as a URI undergraduate and her work in the David Nelson lab, directly adjacent to my space. During that time I had many scientific conversations with Morgan and could tell even as a Junior in the CMB program that Morgan was clearly thinking about research at a higher level than many of our new graduate students. After working in industry for a short time, Morgan elected to return to URI specifically to obtain a MS degree as a springboard to working on a PhD at the highest level possible after finishing here. As Morgan’s advisor, I applaud her strategy in this regard and am doing my utmost to help her succeed. 
In the short time Morgan has been in my lab she has generated a large amount of data, much of which was recently used in an NIH grant application this summer. This data is also part of a manuscript that the EGRA funded research will help complete that Morgan will be a 1st author on. This proposal utilizes a long term connection I have with Dr. Stephen Trent, who is a world leading expert on LPS biology. Thus, giving Morgan a chance to work alongside Dr. Trent and his lab at the University of Georgia will be a singular chance for Morgan to obtain a huge amount of practical and professional experience. This experience will do more for Morgan in a week than months at the bench will and I believe it is an excellent opportunity for Morgan and a great use of the EGRA mechanism. I give Morgan my highest possible recommendation for this award and am extremely grateful that she is prat of my lab. I look forward to her continued success beyond her time at URI. 
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Sincerely, 



Matthew Ramsey (he/him)
Associate Professor
University of Rhode Island
mramsey@uri.edu
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