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May 20, 2021

To whom it may concern: 

My name is Matthew Ramsey and I am an Assistant Professor in the Department of Cell and Molecular Biology at the University of Rhode Island. It is my pleasure to recommend Thais Palma DeHarder for a NEMPET student scholarship. 

Thais has spent the last 3 years in my laboratory as a PhD student and just as she was about to go to her 1st  conferences (including NEMPET) the pandemic kept us all at home. She, like so many other students, have missed out on a critical amount of much needed interaction and networking time that will benefit her for the rest of her career. Thais’s work is at the critical point where the tools she will be mentioning at NEMPET are in place to generate a tremendous amount of data. By having her organize and share this information now it will allow her to refine her scientific communication for both publications and conference talks going forward. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am trying to put my students in front of as many audiences as they can in their time left to make up for the lost year. Because of this we are trying to pursue funding in any way that we can. If you do choose another student I understand, but as this window was extended I felt that from my students who are attending, Thais should apply as going to this meeting would benefit her training the most. 

I hope you and your family has been healthy during this time. 
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Sincerely, 



Matthew Ramsey
University of Rhode Island
mramsey@uri.edu
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