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Date	03/11/2025

To:	Margaret Hill, DMD
Interim Dean
	University of Louisville School of Dentistry

Subj:	Meeting minutes
Meeting date: 02/25/2025
Meeting format/location:  virtual TEAMS meeting
	ULSD Research Committee
Review of ULSD Faculty Research Grants Spring 2025
______________________________________________________________________________
Dear Dean Hill:

On 02/25/2025 the ULSD Research Committee met to review submitted ULSD Faculty Research Grant (FRG) applications. Four applications were reviewed.  The outcomes of review in brief are:

Dr. Omar Moustafa – (1) Post-processing passivity fit of implant supported dentures
Outcome: favorable but provisional pending revision.
Budget: $4938.55

Dr. Omar Moustafa – (2) Occlusal Guard project 
Outcome: favorable but provisional pending revision.
Budget: $4479.00

Dr. Leonda Richardson – HIV/AIDS stigma in dentistry
Outcome: favorable but provisional pending revision.
Budget: $4,602.00

Dr. Gustavo Santaella – Impact of disinfection on microstructure of PSPs
Outcome: funding approved.
Budget: $480.00

Details of applications and discussions are appended below.

Research Committee members participating: 
Lisa Sandell, Chair; 
David Scott, ex officio; 
Abbie Beacham, 
Gustavo Santaella (recused from discussion of Santaella grant)
   
Sincerely,
Lisa Sandell, PhD
Chair, ULSD Research Committee 


Details of FRG applications and review outcomes:


Faculty Principal Investigator: Dr. Omar Moustafa,
Faculty Research Grant proposal entitled ‘Impact of Post-Processing on the Fit Accuracy and Passivity of 3D-Printed Implant-Supported Fixed Complete Dentures’.  
[bookmark: _Hlk179555862]Budget requested: $4939
The application was reviewed favorably by the ULSD Research Committee.  However, the committee requested additional information from the faculty member before approving release of funds.
Strengths:  The overall topic of this application, evaluating how post-processing impacts passivity fit of 3D printed implant supported dentures, likely has merit.  
Weaknesses: There are currently multiple studies evaluating fit of 3D-printed dentures.  The applicants should state clearly what is novel and significant about this study that will make it publishable.  Sample size justification, that is, Power Analysis needs to be included.
Information needed:
1. Clearly state the knowledge gap that your proposal will address (using general terms that a non-expert can understand).
1. Clearly state the new novel information your study will provide. (What is unique about your study as compared to similar studies that have been performed previously).
1. Consider simplifying the study design such that there are fewer variables.  This will reduce complexity of statistical analysis and will yield productive outcomes in less time.
1. Perform Power analysis to justify that you sample size will yield interpretable results.  Dr. Michael Sekula, a biostatistician affiliated with ULSD, can help you with 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Faculty Principal Investigator: Dr. Omar Moustafa,
Faculty Research Grant proposal entitled ‘Impact of Impression Techniques and Manufacturing Methods on the Fit Accuracy of Digitally Designed Occlusal Guards
[bookmark: _Hlk179555880]Budget requested: $4,479

The application was reviewed favorably by the ULSD Research Committee.  However, the committee requested additional information from the faculty member before approving release of funds.
Strengths:  The overall topic of this application, evaluating how post-processing impacts passivity fit of 3D printed implant supported dentures, likely has merit.  
Weaknesses: There are currently multiple studies evaluating fit of 3D-printed dentures.  The applicants should state clearly what is novel and significant about this study that will make it publishable.  Sample size justification, that is, Power Analysis needs to be included.
Information needed:
1. Clearly state the knowledge gap that your proposal will address (using general terms that a non-expert can understand).
1. Clearly state the new novel information your study will provide. (What is unique about your study as compared to similar studies that have been performed previously).
1. Consider simplifying the study design such that there are fewer variables.  This will reduce complexity of statistical analysis and will yield productive outcomes in less time.
1. Perform Power analysis to justify that you sample size will yield interpretable results.  Dr. Michael Sekula, a biostatistician affiliated with ULSD, can help you with this.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Faculty Principal Investigator: Dr. Leonda Richardson
Faculty Research Grant proposal entitled ‘HIV/AIDS-related Stigma in Dentistry: A Comparative Analysis of Dental Student Perceptions and Attitudes and Dental Curricula.
Budget requested: $4,602.00
[bookmark: _Hlk178007026]The application was reviewed favorably by the ULSD Research Committee.  However, the committee requested additional information from the faculty member before approving release of funds.
Recommendations to Dr. Richardson included:
· The Pre-Post study design will take time and will have a number of confounders.  Consider re-formulating the design as a Cross-Sectional study, which can be brought to completion in a shorter time frame.
· Dr. Michael Sekula is a biostatistician affiliated with ULSD for the purpose of helping faculty and students with their study designs and analyses.  The committee recommends that you make contact with Dr. Sekula to get his input on your study design, including justification that your sample size will be sufficient (Power).
· Provided Power analysis to demonstrate the study will yield sufficient information for your anticipated conclusions. Dr. Sekula can assist with this if needed.
· The ULSD Behavioral Science Curriculum includes material relevant for your study question.  That existing curriculum material needs to be acknowledged and considered.  
· Dr. Abbie Beacham has expertise in studies related to curricula and student perceptions and attitudes.  Consider making contact with Dr. Beacham for feedback on your study design.
· The written proposal has a number of typographical errors, (for example, the dollar amount requested on the cover page).  Such errors, although minor, diminishes reviewer confidence for the success of the proposed project.
· Your proposal indicates that your future plans include a submission to NIH.  In the current political climate it is possible that research related to LGBTQ issues may not be as fundable as in previous years.  Consider how you may move forward successfully if LGBTQ-related research is blocked.
Overall, the committee members had a positive response to the proposal and look forward to re-assessing your application once the issues detailed above have been addressed.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Faculty Principal Investigator: Dr. Gustavo Santaella
[bookmark: _Hlk178007175][bookmark: _Hlk179555920][bookmark: _Hlk192605919]Faculty Research Grant proposal entitled ‘Impact of Disinfection on the Microstructure and Image Quality of Intraoral Photostimulable Phosphor Plates (PSPs)’
Budget requested: $480
The application was reviewed favorably by the ULSD Research Committee and was deemed suitable for funding.
FRG2: Strengths:  
The topic of characterizing the impact of disinfection on the microstructure and image quality of intraoral photostimulable phosphor plates, is relevant and significant.  The grant is well-written, the method appropriate and there is a strong possibility of the work resulting in publication.  Students are involved in the research.
FRG2: Weaknesses:  
None noted.
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