Ramsey Lab Waste Disposal and Decontamination Standard Operating Procedures Fall 2024 v1.0
The purpose of this document is to provide a written record of biohazardous / infectious waste disposal and general decontamination procedures for all laboratory areas used by Ramsey Lab personnel. 
ALL laboratory personnel are required to read this document as well as take place in a one-on-one orientation with Dr. Ramsey before starting work in the lab. Additionally, all personnel are required to take basic lab safety training provided by URI each semester. These are mandatory before beginning laboratory work. 
Full laboratory-approved PPE must be worn at all times during exposure to biohazardous waste. This includes a lab coat, nitrile gloves and safety approved eyewear made available by Dr. Ramsey. This also includes close-toed nonabsorbent shoes. 
Biohazardous Solid Waste Disposal
Biohazardous waste includes any and all consumables material that will not be decontaminated, washed and reused. This includes ALL micropipette tips, cuvettes, petri dishes and microcentrifuge tubes. Any of these items which contain less than 1mL of liquid biohazardous material (bacterial culture, human blood/ serum sample) may be disposed of in a red bag in a cardboard box for Stericycle vendor disposal. Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES is biohazardous waste allowed to be collected into a container that is not clearly marked for biohazard waste disposal. 
Biohazardous Liquid Waste Disposal
For routine glass culture tubes (25ml volume) biohazardous cultures may be stored in place until decontamination in appropriate racks indicated by Dr. Ramsey. These cultures must be labeled with the infectious agent they contain. These cultures are disinfected by exposure to a final concentration of 10% bleach by addition of a 50% bleach solution that is < 3 weeks old. Cultures must be incubated in bleach solutions for > 10 minutes before disposal down the sink followed by > 10 volumes of water. 
For greater than 5 mL culture volumes or supernatants generated from infectious organisms, these must be decontaminated as soon as is feasible and not left standing in the laboratory. These will also be disinfected by 10% bleach treatment for > 10 minutes. Or, these cultures / supernatants may be directly autoclaved for a period of >20 minutes using a liquid cycle autoclave setting. Once decontaminated, cultures may be discarded in the sink and flushed with > 10 volumes of water. 
Laboratory Standard Decontamination Procedure
All workspaces where potentially infectious agents are used must be decontaminated by the end of each work day. Surface decontamination procedures include spraying or pouring of a < 3 week old 10% bleach solution which is spread across the entire work surface with paper towels and allowed to stand for > 10 minutes before rinsing with water and drying with paper towels. For metal surfaces DO NOT use bleach solutions. For metal surfaces use lab-provided 2% MicroChem Plus solution and let sit on surfaces for a minimum of 10 minutes. Then wipedown with 70% Ethanol and let dry. We do NOT use aerosol dispense devices for ethanol in our lab. We also do not use them in the biological safety cabinet for any reason whatsoever! Ethanol solutions can be applied by squeeze bottle or by pouring and spread with a paper towel and left to air dry. No open flames will be allowed on or near the lab bench or biosafety cabinet during this time. Lab bench / work surfaces will be decontaminated by the end of every Friday during normal work weeks even if biohazardous materials have not been used. 
