I am honored to be considered for the VP position of the Kentucky branch of AADOCR. I am an oral microbiologist and have worked on oral multispecies interactions since 2006 and continue to do so. I have been NIDCR funded as a graduate student and faculty member and have spent several years as an NIDCR training grant reviewer. I also helped develop a young investigators section and workshop for the annual Mark Wilson conference on oral microbiology and immunology and serve as an associate editor for the Journal of Oral Microbiology. I have been an AADOCR member since 2012. Recently, I accepted a position at the University of Louisville School of Dentistry as an Associate Professor and attended the Kentucky branch AADOCR meeting where I served as a judge. Since then, I have also volunteered as an AADOCR advocate for their advocacy day program and met with staffers from 4 US senators and 4 US representatives from Kentucky, Indiana and Missouri to advocate on behalf of funding the NIDCR during upcoming budget negotiations. I have mentored 4 PhD and 1 MS students and have served as a strong advocate for enhanced graduate mentorship and mental health protections. I also have considerable classroom experience, having taught over 1000 students as sole instructor and have taught courses to Undergraduate, Graduate and DMD students. Since I have come to Kentucky I have already worked on behalf of AADOCR and will continue to do so whether or not I am elected as Vice President. 
